The twenty-five papers that comprise this book were presented at a symposium held in December 1973. The authors represent a number of fields and the articles cover a very wide variety of topics. Each is a scholarly contribution with excellent documentation, and the book as a whole is a repository of information, a function it will retain for some time. It will probably be used more for reference purposes than for continuous reading, and in this regard there is a full index. Because of the multidisciplinary nature of its contents it will be consulted by a large number of individuals. As the editor suggests, it should induce communication and closer contact between investigators from the various fields represented. In addition, it may further encourage the growing popularity of folk medicine, probably a beneficial side-effect as long as modern methods of diagnosis and treatment are not eschewed.
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